By Aly Kolta

It was Sundsy, February |7 2008, | went with Kaithyn, ber fricexts and ber famuly
This was my thied ume performing the Lion Dance with the group “Chinstows Comumunity
Young Lioes" for the Chinese New Year Celebration. This time | performed the hosd of e
L. Whem § heard this, many emotions where filling =y head One of the thosghis that just
flled my head the most wia, "What i 1 mess op™ | kaew ihet the smwwer would come up
SOon.

I loved the confemti | saw when | walled dows Mon Street. It remunded me of Ge
previous days when | performed the bon dance on the streess in Chinatoen and the crowd
shot Be comferti shooters 10 cheer for me. “POOWY BOOM'™ the big loud sounds they msde
wore exciiing and they sotivated me 1o dunce with more energy and Svelines | feht like
soreamditg with the confemm as it was shot soto the air

One main goal that | wanted 10 scheeve was 10 g0 t0 a5 may wores s we could (0
Chinstown 10 dediver pood lock 10 them In Clunese tradition, the oo dance scares awsy the
mamy ovil gpiriis e creep to your doce We e sepposad 10 scare thowe end s

In the muddie of the lion's foechead, there v & mumree which 1s apposed to Jet the evil
spirits soe they own reflection This will frighten them  The southern lion hesds sre the osly
coes with the mirror. The sounds of the drums, cymbals, and the posgs will sso frighten
thetn

Before we began going sround Chinatown, we had %o take the Lsons out of 2 Club’s
building We could not just carry the Lion Heads in our hands, we had 10 swakeo them and
being them out. It was 52y job to do that “Come on, Aly! We are stasting.” called Jefery.

There Boas came out into the hallway. The flewt hon was groen (3 boy named Wilsen
was in the head and Kaitlys was in e i) the swoond bon was silver (1 was in the head and
my brother was s the tall), snd Be Bind lon wis purple (Tony was in the Boad aad my
fricnd Jeffery was in fhe wil)

While | wased for my tum, | was remembering what | knew ahout the [ice Dance |
rehesrsed the sieps — | had 1o bow 5 storns and poople 0 show respect, meanwhile | alse
had 10 make the Bon look alive. “Michi “1 yelled w0 my heother under the tadl “What™ snd
my brether, Michi. “Look alive, 0.k | remtindod lim. “Suse,” He answored. One of e
things | siso Sought shout was that | could only leave a store backwants, wil out firse, w
make sare that e evil spints would not creep inso the slore again. | also theaught shout e
purpose of doing the lion dssce--10 being good luck 10 all. 1t is an tnpormnt part of the
Chinese calture. [t 1 8 big peece m the pazzie of Clusese New Year celebrabon

Ax | watched the grees hon comag out, [ saw s oves blinking and his can wigglag
That reminded me 1o blink my lion's eyes when | went out | tested it five times befoee my




. Then, | saew the groen hion stare 3t everyoae (o the crowd. The most impectant thing |
resnembered was 10 have fun Famally, it was &y tum

inside O oo head | was nervous and womed of | wosld mess up. After | muade ot
erough, | passad B2 lion head 1o Kaxlyn, | felt bke all the nervousacss wan flowing out of
me like 2 niver. | went W my moas ased asked her how | G She suid that | &d well, Then,
hatiyn's older brother s fnemd came over 40 me and told s that | did very well  That made
=ic fochs w0 puch beticy

Later on m the parade, | starved 10 foel s0 mach beniee, Al that tisse, my auze and wnche
came o sog the performance. By that tmee, we were Ballfway doae with aur route | hopped
on the drum cart and stared drumming, When | was dome, Kautlyn's wncle told me that | Gl
well. The thind time that | played B¢ drum, Kaitive's & gave me a Sumb wp

My frend Jeflrey came wp 10 me and 10kd me Sey necded help with the swdver bon
So, | ran over to help thear By that bme, it was aleeady Somm  Then, we all gathered = from
of B chad buslding and did cur (inal dance

This dance was slways at the ond of 2o day. Beforr | was o the group, | remessher
walthing &e 2004 eading dance, | alvo remembernd séeing S homs cating B lethuce lsaves
and spurting & out. At that uee, | never imagined that four years later, | would e Soing ths!
mryself. While | was dancing in froo of the clob bullding, | saw soee poople come oot with
wabdes anad pat them im frose of each lion. | dudn't know what the tables were for sad | was
purriod Thes, [ saw them put letuce and cranges ca the tables. One puy came up o toe and
skod, “Do you kmow how 10 do ™ and & that moment | knew exactly what we were
going 1o & and | anewerad, “Yes™

We finiabed B¢ endng of the hon dance. | felt a lot stronger than | did whea we
began. Afier all this, | lcamad that the Lasn Dande o an imgwetant pant of Chapese cultere. |
wai glad 10 participese and help 10 scare away the evil wparits. If you are sterested in B¢
Lics Dance, do some resoarch on it and go 1 e parsdes docing Chinese New Year Look
ot for ot prowp. Hippy Chunese New Yeur'

CCYL (Chmatown Community Young Liom) ROCKS!
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